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McConnell: Trump stirred mob 


Senator offers his firmest 
rebuke yet of president 


Morgan Watkins Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell on Tuesday said the mob 
that violently breached the U.S. Capitol 
earlier this month was “fed lies” and 
provoked by President Donald Trump. 

The Senate convened Tuesday for the 
first time since Jan. 6, when it worked 


late into the night to certify President- 
elect Joe Biden’s electoral victory imme- 
diately after authorities quelled the vio- 
lent, pro-Trump riot. 

The riot forced members of Congress 
to evacuate and temporarily halt the 
certification process. It also resulted in 
the deaths of a U.S. Capitol Police officer 
and four other people. 

In aspeech on the Senate floor Tues- 
day, McConnell said: “The last time the 
Senate convened, we had just reclaimed 


See MCCONNELL, Page 5A 


Sen. Mitch McConnell KEVIN DIETSCH/AP 


“They were provoked 

by the president and 
other powerful people, 
and they tried to use fear 
and violence to stop 

a specific proceeding 

of the first branch of 

the federal government.” 


Mitch McConnell senate majority leader 
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Meredith Rice, left, gives Evelyn Cameron, 82, the COVID-19 vaccine as Cameron’s daughter, Lynn Snapp, looks on at 
Kroger Field on the University of Kentucky campus on Tuesday. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MARK CORNELISON/UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 


Patience encouraged as 
vaccine demand surges 


Governor trying to double supply of shots 


Deborah Yetter and Sarah Ladd 


Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Acknowledging people are increas- 
ingly frustrated over the scarcity of CO- 
VID-19 vaccine, Gov. Andy Beshear on 
Tuesday said he will work to obtain 
more doses. 

“We dont have enough supply,” Be- 
shear said, adding that’s what led 
Louisville hospitals to suspend new ap- 
pointments Monday for thousands of 
people over 70 seeking the vaccine. 

Beshear’s comments came the same 
day the U.S. death toll from COVID-19 
surpassed 400,000, a number he de- 


@ usa TODAY 


This year’s presidential inauguration 
will look like no other in history due to 
pandemic, threats of violent unrest. 11A 


scribed as a “staggering loss.” 

Speaking at a news briefing, Beshear 
said he has asked the federal govern- 
ment to double the supply it allocates to 
Kentucky. He also will explore whether 
the state can buy vaccine directly from 
manufacturers, a step he said New York 
also is investigating. 

Meanwhile, Kentucky is facing a cut 
in vaccine supply even as demand, and 
the number of individuals designated to 
receive it, grows. Last week, the state 
received 83,212 doses but next week will 
receive only 56,175 doses, the governor 
said. 


See VACCINES, Page 10A 


Cards have work ahead of them 


Locker room tensions reveal University 
of Louisville men’s basketball needs to 
get on the ball — and fast. Sports, 1B 
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Basimah Shalash, right, a teacher 
at Lexington Universal Academy, 
receives the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Demand for the shot is increasing. 
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Beshear 
vetoes 
limits on 
authority 


General Assembly could 
force bills to take effect 


Joe Sonka Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Gov. Andy Beshear has vetoed five 
bills passed by the Kentucky General 
Assembly during the first week of the 
2021 session, all of which were high- 
priority legislation for the expanded 
Republican supermajorities in both 
chambers. 

Three of the bills involved scale 
back his emergency powers to address 
the pandemic. 

Speaking during his 
Tuesday COVID-19 
press conference, Be- 
shear said they would 
“hamper what have 
been comparatively 
successful steps we’ve 
taken in Kentucky.” 

“We've done a better 
job than all of our neighboring states at 
keeping our people alive,’ Beshear 
said. “Let’s not backtrack on that, es- 
pecially now that we are vaccinating 
people — in fact, vaccinating them at a 
rate higher than the supply we’re get- 
ting.” 

In addition to citing Kentucky’s CO- 
VID-19 per capita death rate trailing 
surrounding states, Beshear pointed 
to polling to suggest his restrictions 
are popular in the state. 

As Republicans promised before the 
session began, the top priority bill in 
each chamber took on the governor’s 
COVID-19 restrictions on businesses 
and public gatherings, which they 
viewed as an arbitrary abuse of power. 

e House Billl would allow business- 
es, schools, nonprofits and churches to 
stay open if they meet the COVID-19 
guidelines set by either the U.S. Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion or Kentucky’s executive branch, 
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See BESHEAR, Page 12A 
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